
Your first essay should address one of the following prompts.
800-1200 words

Iliad, Books 1 & 9

1. What role do the gods play in the Iliad? Are they active or passive participants in the war? How do their actions affect what happens in Books 1 and 9? What does this suggest about how the Greeks understood their gods?

2. What role do women play in the Iliad? How are they involved in the conflict between Achilles and Agamemnon?  Do mortal women and goddesses play different roles? How do these roles differ? What does this suggest about the role of women in ancient Greek society?

3. Are Achilles and Agamemnon more concerned with shame or guilt? Are they more concerned with how others perceive them or with winning the war? How does Agamemnon try to convince Achilles to rejoin the fighting? Why does Achilles refuse? What might this tell us about ancient Greek attitudes towards shame and/or leadership?

Euripides, The Bacchae

4. What is the cause of the conflict between Dionysus and Pentheus? Why is Dionysus upset with Pentheus and what actions does he take as a result? What does this goal suggest to us about the nature of ancient Greek gods?

5. What behaviors on the part of Dionysus’ followers, such as Cadmus, Teiresias and Agave, are unusual or aberrant? How are they unusual or aberrant? What do they suggest are Greek perceptions of Dionysus and of wine and its effects?

6. What aspect of human nature might Dionysus represent? What aspect of Greek society might Pentheus represent? What does this suggest about Greek attitudes towards their gods, and about Dionysus in particular?

Greek Painted Pottery

7. Are Greek painted pots works of art? Are the painters who decorated them artists? How do we identify these artists? Does their function as drinking or pouring vessels affect their status as art?
8. [bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Do the scenes on Greek pots reflect historical reality? Why or why not? How are Greek pots useful for the study of Greek history?


Instructions

Your papers should contain all of the following elements:

1. A title.

2. An introduction stating what questions you are answering (i.e., the prompt) and explaining what evidence you use (i.e., the Iliad, the Bacchae).

3. Your answers to the prompt, including at least three pieces of evidence, such as quotations, supporting those answers.

4. A final paragraph discussing what your evidence might tell us about ancient Greek society (i.e., answering the final question in each prompt).


Grading Criteria

Your papers will be graded on their main criteria:

1. How well you address the prompts.

2. How well you use evidence to support your answers to the prompts – you should cite specific passages or objects in your paper.

3. The cleanliness of your writing – your paper should be a finished product, free of spelling errors and typos.

